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This is the fifth newsletter in what will be a regular update from Harpenden Health Primary
Care Network (HHPCN) on the mass COVID vaccination programme for our registered
patients and local communities.
It is the definitive source for up-to-date factual information.
It will be posted on the three GP Practices websites, where all previous newsletters are
easily accessible too. It will also be circulated by The Harpenden Trust

Update:

Harpenden Public Halls opened for COVID vaccinations on Wednesday 13th January 2021. Since
then, regular COVID vaccination clinics have been running whenever we have had supplies of
vaccine.
Harpenden Public Halls COVID vaccination centre operates by appointment only. Please do not
visit us unless you have an appointment as not only does this delay our work, it also increases our
risk of catching COVID from an asymptomatic carrier.

Progress Report:

To date around 8250 vaccinations have been performed for HHPCN registered patients.
By now all health care professionals and social care workers should have received vaccination
invitations through their professional bodies or employing organisation. This will be a link to make
an appointment for a vaccination at Harpenden Memorial Hospital. In the meantime and if you are
still having difficulties please phone 119 instead of your Practice.
HHPCN continues to follow the latest guidance issued by the Joint Committee on Vaccinations
and Immunisations (JCVI) last updated on 6/1/2021: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/jointcommittee-on-vaccination-andimmunisation-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30december-2020
We have vaccinated all registered patients in cohorts 1 to 5 who wanted vaccination. If you are
in cohort 1 to 5 and have not received your invitation for vaccination yet, or indeed have changed
your mind and want to be vaccinated now, then please contact your Practice and ask for an
appointment. We have already started inviting people in cohort 6 to our next clinics booked on
5/3/2021 and 6/3/2021. We will continue to work down the priority groups in strict order.
On the 15/2/2021 the Department of Health & Social Care issued information on an additional
cohort of patients identified at increased risk from COVID-19, and the implications for their
vaccination, support and advice. This is detailed below but is not included in the JCVI guidance
above yet: https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/03/C1099_Letter-to-GPs-on-Risk-Tool-15-February.pdf HHPCN has incorporated this guidance into the
current round of invitations for vaccination. This new group of patients is included in cohort 4 and
been contacted directly by the Government. Thus some patients may

receive two invitations for vaccination, one at Harpenden Public Halls and a second from the
Government for a mass vaccination centre. If you do not want to wait to be invited to attend
Harpenden Public Halls, please follow the guidance in the NHS letter about getting a vaccination
at one of the Mass Vaccination Centres. If you have an appointment already at Harpenden Public
Halls, please attend that one.
COVID vaccine supplies are limited and NHS England are using regional differences in
vaccination rates achieved to date to allocate vaccine supplies on a weekly basis. This ensures
that people in the highest priority groups have access to vaccine supplies.
COVID vaccination rates for the over 80’s in our area (Hertfordshire and West Essex STP) are the
tenth highest of the 42 areas that England is divided in to. This means that already over 80% of
over 80’s as well as people in care homes have been vaccinated. We are awaiting further detailed
breakdown of the figures.
As soon as we are notified of the date of the next vaccine delivery, more patients will be contacted,
and more appointments will be arranged. Due to not knowing how many vaccines we will receive
or when, it is not possible to tell you when you might expect to receive your vaccine invitation. It is
possible that from mid-March 2021 Harpenden Public Halls will be allocated many more vaccines,
but this decision is out of our control. We have capacity to deliver 4500 vaccines per week and
have made representations at the highest level to be allowed to provide this service for our local
population.
Second doses are due to be given around 11 weeks after the first dose and at the same place as
the first dose. Currently the only group of people to receive second doses at 3-4 weeks are those
about to start immunosuppressive therapy for the first time.
Patients will not have a choice of whether they receive the Pfizer or Oxford/Astra Zeneca vaccine
as this depends on the delivery date and expiry date of the vaccines. The only exception to this is
on medical grounds.
Harpenden Station has granted the HHPCN COVID Vaccination Clinic free access to the car park
on the same side as the ticket office. Parking options are as follows:
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1. Patient Drop Off Only (in
front of Public Halls)
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Where should I park for my
vaccine appointment?”

Public Halls
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2. Patient/Carer Blue Badge
Parking (car park at the rear
of Public Halls)
3. Patient/Waiting to Pick Up
Parking (station car park
town side. Entry near to taxi
rank)

On the 18/2/2021 Harpenden Public Halls COVID-19 Vaccination site received a Quality
Assurance inspection performed by Herts Valleys Clinical Commissioning Group) HVCCG. The
feedback was outstanding and summarised in brief:
• As feedback on notable practice the site provided a really positive example of a clear patient
pathway end to end, with clear direction, signage and support to keep safe at each step in the
patient pathway.
• A very positive assurance visit.
• Excellent use of ‘marshalling’ and team working observed both outside and inside the venue.
On the 22/2/2021 our local MP and Harpenden Public Halls volunteer Bim Afolami received a letter
from the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care commending our efforts. Matt Hancock
wrote:
• I wanted to write to you to let you know that Harpenden Health PCN is one of the highest
performing vaccination areas in the country.
• Harpenden has been a magnificent example of how a whole community can come together to
deliver a truly outstanding result. I would like to congratulate and thank you for your effort to date.
• Our Government is doing everything it can to ensure the vaccination programme rolls out
speedily and effectively, and know that you will soon be able to look back and be proud of what
your community has achieved.

Some Frequently Asked Questions:

Cohort 2 – frontline health or social care workers
If you are a frontline health or social care worker and have not had your vaccination yet, you can
now book through the national booking system here: www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination. The national
booking service allows you to arrange an appointment at a vaccination centre or community
pharmacy-led service. Call 119 if you don’t have the internet. You can choose a time slot and
location that suits you. Please take appropriate ID with you to the appointment as this will be
checked.
The definition of frontline social care worker can be found on pages 4-6 of the following
document. https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/01/C1037-COVID-vaccdeployment-SOP_community-based-care-workers-14-January-2021.pdf
Please note that the following are, however, NOT eligible within priority group 2 as defined
by the JCVI:
• Administrative staff who do not have any direct contact with clients.
• Social care workers working with children who are not considered priority within the
context of the JCVI priority cohorts 1-9 (children under 16 who do not have underlying
health conditions leading to greater risk of disease or mortality and children who have no
underlying health conditions).
• Unpaid carers (these come under cohort 6)
Cohort 6 – age 16-64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk
of serious disease and mortality and carers
Vaccinations for people with learning disabilities and their carers
The PCN is currently working hard to vaccinate all adults (aged 16 and over) with a learning
disability and their carers.
We are contacting all people with learning disabilities and/or their carers on their behalf, to arrange
an appointment to have their first COVID-19 vaccine.
There is more information on vaccinations for people with learning disabilities and their carers on
this NHS website: https://www.healthierfuture.org.uk/covid/coronavirus-information-for-peoplewith-learning-disabilities
Vaccinations for people aged 16-64 with specified underlying health conditions
Vaccinations are now being offered to people aged 16-64 with specified underlying health
conditions, sometimes called ‘clinically at risk’. If you have one of the identified health conditions
you will be contacted through your GP practice soon to book your first vaccination.

The list of conditions included in this list has been decided nationally by the joint committee on
vaccinations and immunisations (JCVI). This is based on your risk of suffering serious illness if you
get coronavirus – it is not about how unwell you are, or how your condition or illness affects your
daily life.

Please be aware we have to follow this JCVI guidance when we vaccinate our patients and
cannot move you onto the list of people with underlying health conditions unless there has been a
mistake in your medical records.
Vaccinations for Carers
Adult carers (over the age of 16)
According to the JCVI and Public Health England Green Book, adult carers are “those who are
eligible for a carer’s allowance, or those who are the sole or primary carer of an elderly
or disabled person who is at increased risk of COVID-19 mortality and therefore clinically
vulnerable”.Two data sources are being used to identify those who are eligible within this
definition: those flagged as carers in GP systems, and those assessed by DWP as eligible for
Carer’s Allowance. Carers of children are NOT included in this phase, apart from carers of children
who have serious neuro-disabilities and other complications.
Please note that living with someone who is Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (shielded) does not
put a household member into one of the JCVI cohorts.
However, household members of the Clinically Extremely vulnerable may have other
characteristics which may mean they do fall within one of the JCVI cohorts, for example being the
unpaid sole carer as above or because their age puts them into a certain cohort or because they
have their own clinical vulnerabilities to covid and are thus in one of the 9 JVCI cohorts.
All patients who have a carers flag on GP systems and are unpaid carers are being invited by
their GP surgeries to attend their local GP led vaccination centres, as in many cases they will
accompany the person they care for who is being vaccinated in cohort 6 as for example those with
learning disabilities.
If you are registered to receive a Carer’s Allowance, you can book an appointment now via the
national booking service www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination or call 119 if you do not have internet
access.
If you are not registered at the practice as a Carer and not receiving a Carers allowance but think
you would fulfil the criteria above to be added to cohort 6 please expect your practice to ask you
the following questions:
Are you the sole or primary carer for an elderly or disabled individual who is at increased risk of
COVID-19 mortality and therefore clinically vulnerable?
Can the person you care for manage their own condition if you were not able to care for them?
Vaccine Delivery
Local Vaccination Services such as the Harpenden Public Hall site have been tasked with
vaccinating cohort 6; made up of those with long term health conditions, learning disabilities and
Carers. As you may imagine this is a huge group of patients. As GPs we know them well as they
look to us for regular care, and many would struggle to travel to a mass vaccination site, so it
absolutely makes sense for this group to be vaccinated at the Harpenden Public Halls.
However, in the last few weeks, Harpenden LVS has only received 440 vaccines per week. Local
mass vaccination centres in comparison, who have been tasked with vaccinating the smaller
group 5 cohort, have had large and continuous supplies of vaccine and are now vaccinating those
in group 7; 60-64 year olds with no underlying health conditions.
HHPCN are able to deliver 4500 vaccines a week if we have the supply.
We have asked if supplies could be moved from mass vaccination sites, where they are being
given to lower risk group 7 patients, to our local vaccination sites in order to cope with the large
numbers of this more vulnerable cohort 6. We have been told that currently this is not possible.

We are not alone in having these difficulties. Our colleagues at Batchwood LVS in St Albans are
having the same issues.
We hope that vaccine delivery will improve over the next few weeks but in the meantime have
escalated our concerns to the highest levels and are awaiting a response.
Thank you,
Dr David Hemsi, Dr Tania Goodwin and Dr Chas Thenuwara
Harpenden Health PCN (Primary Care Network)
Offering enhanced care and services to the patients of Davenport House Surgery, The Elms
Medical Practice & The Village Surgery
For the latest Corona Virus Updates Please Follow the Links Below:
Davenport House Surgery
The Elms
The Village surgery
Newsletter 1
Newletter 2
Newsletter 3
Newsletter 4

